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Peace in Europe

After more than twenty years of warfare, Europe was finally at peace. Although all had suffered enormous casualties, an alliance of the four major powers – Russia, Austria, Prussia and Great Britain (the Fourth Coalition) – had finally succeeded in defeating Napoleon Bonaparte.  With Napoleon exiled to the island of Elba, off the coast of Italy, the European powers turned their attention to rebuilding a stable Europe that would be safe from another great outbreak of warfare.

Restoration of the Bourbon Family in France

First, the four allied powers had to decide who would rule France.

They considered their options.

a. They could leave Napoleon on the throne, but they didn't trust him for one minute to give up his ideas of conquering all of Europe.

b. They could take a vote in France and let the French people choose their new ruler, but they were suspicious of the revolutionary spirit that had arisen during the French Revolution and were nervous about giving the people such power.

c. They could bring back the aging Louis XVIII, member of the Bourbon family and brother of King Louis XVI, who had been executed in the French Revolution. Louis XVIII had fled from France in 1789, right after the fall of the Bastille, and had spent most of his adult life outside of his home country, but he seemed the most logical choice.

· He had the advantage of "legitimacy," meaning that he belonged to the royal family that had ruled France before the Revolution.

· He had no claim on any of the land that Napoleon had conquered.

· His restoration would not favor anyone of the four victorious allied powers over the others.

First Peace of Paris

On May 30, 1814, Austria, Prussia, Russia and Great Britain accepted Louis XVIII as the legitimate ruler of France and made peace with France in the treaty dubbed the First Peace of Paris.  The treaty was lenient towards France, considering how much destruction and loss of life the recent wars had caused. Louis XVIII agreed to accept the French boundaries of 1792, before most of France's conquests had been made.

A Difficult Task

The representatives who signed the First Peace of Paris agreed to meet in Vienna in the fall of 1814 to work out the territorial settlements. The job of the European diplomats had just begun, for the French Revolution and Napoleon had left behind a very different Europe than the one that had existed in 1789 (See maps of Europe in 1789 and 1812.).  As he had conquered, Napoleon had redrawn the map of Europe, erasing some states, combining and creating others. It was now the difficult task of the leaders of the victorious powers to reestablish the boundaries of Europe.

The Congress of Vienna Begins
It is now late fall, 1814. Emperors, kings, princes and hundreds of other dignitaries-along with their wives, mistresses, assistants and servants-descend upon the capital of the Austrian Empire.

All interested states have sent delegates to participate. They are entertained at balls and banquets. They attend concerts conducted by Ludwig von Beethoven. Amidst the celebration, scandal abounds. Most important in attendance are the representatives of the Four Great Powers:
· Czar Alexander I of Russia (who is acting as his own diplomat), 
· Viscount Robert Stewart Castlereagh of Great Britain, 
· Prince Klemens von Mettemich of Austria and 

· Prince Karl August von Hardenberg of Prussia. 
Representing the allies that defeated Napoleon, these men have assumed the responsibility of redrawing the boundaries of Europe. Also in Vienna are King Fredrick William III of Prussia and Emperor Francis I of Austria (who is hosting the festivities). Another diplomat demonstrating great interest in the negotiations is Prince Charles Maurice de Talleyrand, the Foreign Minister of France.  In order to understand the difficulty of the task facing these leaders, we must examine how the map of Europe changed in the, two and a half decades preceding the Congress of Vienna.
Three prominent socialites also played key roles by hosting “salons” and influencing their “lovers” / patrons decisions.  

· Wilhelmine, Duchess of Sagan: Metternich’s mistress, independently wealthy, independently minded, 33, hated Catherine Bagration
· Princess Catherine Bagration: Metternich's ex-lover, Russian widow, 31; hated Wilhelmine
· Dorothee de Tallyrand-Perigord, niece of Tallyrand by marriage, 20, bastard daughter of Duchess of Courland (Poland), forced to marry, in a bad marriage, 3 kids but one died of measles, hostess of Tallyrand
· These women competed with each other and competed for the favors of the 'movers and shakers' of European high society
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TERRITORIAL CHANGES SINCE 1789 (Refer to area maps of the era as you read.):

	
	BEFORE 1789 

(Prior to the French Revolution)
	TERRITORIAL CHANGES 1789-1814 (During Revolutionary-Napoleonic Era)

	Poland & Saxony
	Poland:  
In the mid-18th c., Poland was the largest state in Europe, but its government was very weak.  The king of Poland was elected, but was nearly always a puppet of a foreign power.  In 1772 – the First Partition of Poland – Prussia, Russia and Austria each took a piece of Poland’s outer territories.
Saxony: 
Before the Napoleonic Wars, Saxony was one of the largest states in the Holy Roman Empire.
	Poland: 
In 1792 and 1795 Austria, Prussia and Russia carried out the Second and Third Partitions of Poland – Poland ceased to exist.  In 1808-09 Napoleon created the independent Grand Duchy of Warsaw out of Polish lands seized from Austria and Prussia.  Many Poles enthusiastically viewed Napoleon as their liberator.  The Grand Duchy of Warsaw was closely allied with France.  By 1814, Russian troops occupied the Grand Duchy of Warsaw while pursuing the retreating French Grand Army after Napoleon’s failed invasion of Russia.
Saxony:  
In 1806, Frederick Augustus of Saxony made an alliance with Napoleon, who gave him the title of king.  He remained one of France’s most loyal allies until his capture and imprisonment by the allies in 1813.  Because of the king’s alliance with Napoleon some of the victors consider his territory available for the taking.


	Netherlands
	In 1789 the provinces of the Netherlands existed in two parts:
The United Provinces of the Netherlands (Holland) gained independence as a result of a successful rebellion against Spain, electing Willliam V of Orange their Stadtholder (Head of State).

The Austrian Netherlands (Belgium) remained a possession of Spain until transferred to Austria as a result of the early 18th c. European wars.  


	Holland:  
During the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Eras, Stadtholder William V of Orange was overthrown and Holland became a dependent state of France and later part of the French Empire.
Belgium:  
In 1787, Austria signed the Treaty of Campo Formio with Napoleon, giving Belgium (the Austrian Netherlands) to France.  This land was administered directly by the Napoleonic government as part of the French Empire.


	Italy
	Before the French Revolution the Italy was divided up into 11 separate states, usually dominated by foreign powers.  In the wars of the early and mid-18th c., Austria acquired Milan and Tuscany; the Duke of Savoy became King of Sardinia (which included Savoy, Piedmont and Sardinia).  Venetia, Genoa and Lucca were republics.  Pope Pius VI ruled the Papal States in central Italy.  Naples and Sicily made up the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, ruled by a member of the Spanish Bourbon family.  Parma, Massa and Carrara were independent duchies. 
	Between 1796 and 1801 Napoleon overran and incorporated much of Italy’s western coast into the French Empire.  In the north he created the Kingdom of Italy, with himself as king.  In the southern section he established the Kingdom of Naples, with his brother-in-law Joachim Murat as king.  In 1813 Murat deserted Napoleon and gave his support to Austria in exchange for a promise from Metternich that he would be allowed to keep his throne after Napoleon was defeated.

	
	BEFORE 1789 

(Prior to the French Revolution)
	TERRITORIAL CHANGES 1789-1814 (During Revolutionary-Napoleonic Era)

	Croatian & 
Dalmatian Coasts
	In the late 18th c. the eastern coastline of the Adriatic Sea belonged to Austria and the Republic of Venetia.  Austria possessed the coast of Croatia and Venetia possessed the coast of Dalmatia.
	In the 1797 Treaty of Campo Formio Napoleon gave the former Republic of Venetia and its holdings on the Dalmatian coast to Austria.  After Austria’s defeat in 1809 Napoleon seized both Croatia and Dalmatia from Austria and created the Illyrian Provinces, which were incorporated into the French Empire.


	German States
	In 1789 the German speaking lands of central Europe were made up of over 300 tiny states – ruled by kings, princes, bishops and others – as well as Free Cities.  These were all loosely linked together as the Holy Roman Empire.  The two largest states were Prussia and Austria, both which had expanded significantly in the 18th c.  Prussia absorbed mostly German and Polish populations, but Austria had annexed regions containing people of many different nationalities.
	In 1797 Napoleon seized the German lands west of the Rhine River and annexed this territory directly to France.  He then reorganized the territory east of the Rhine River, eliminating many of the tiniest states and rewarded influential German princes with land if they swore loyalty to him alone.  Thus most of the church states and 45 of the 51 Free Cities disappeared. In 1806 Napoleon organized the German states into the Confederation of the Rhine, allied it to France and officially ended the outdated Holy Roman Empire.  In 1806 French armies defeated and occupied Prussia until 1813.


	Spain and Portugal
	Spain: 

Since 1713 Spain had been ruled by a branch of the Bourbon family, related to the French kings.
Portugal: 
Before the Napoleonic Wars members of the Braganca family ruled Portugal.  Queen Maria I, who became queen in 1777, was mentally unstable and her son John ruled as her regent.
	Spain:  
In 1795 the Spanish Bourbon King Charles IV made an alliance with the Republic of France because of his nation’s hostility to France’s enemy Great Britain.  Charles remained on the Spanish throne until 1808 when Napoleon forced him to abdicate in favor of Napoleon’s brother Joseph Bonaparte, whom Napoleon made King of Spain.
Portugal:  
During the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars Portugal attempted to remain neutral, but when it refused to go along with Napoleon’s Continental System French armies invaded, which caused the royal family to flee to Brazil, Portugal’s colony in the New World.



	
	BEFORE 1789 

(Prior to the French Revolution)
	TERRITORIAL CHANGES 1789-1814 (During Revolutionary-Napoleonic Era)

	Scandinavia
	Prior to 1789, Sweden was ruled by an elective monarchy; its territorial holdings included Finland.  Norway and Denmark were united under a single monarch
	Sweden joined the European powers in the alliance against Napoleon, but when France and Russia made peace in 1807 Sweden found itself at war with Russia.  In this fight Sweden lost Finland to Russia.  In 1810 when the Swedish king died the Swedish council offered the throne to one of Napoleon’s marshals, Jean-Baptiste Bernadotte.  He accepted and in 1812 joined the allied nations in the fight against Napoleon.  In these wars Sweden seized Norway from Finland, which was allied with Napoleon.



	Switzerland
	For two centuries before the French Revolution Switzerland maintained a policy of neutrality, avoiding involvement in European wars.  The 13 Swiss cantons were linked in a loose confederation of mutual assistance, known as the Helvetic Confederation.
	Although Switzerland attempted to remain neutral, in 1798 Napoleon invaded Swiss territory and established the Helvetic Republic, which was treated as a dependent vassal state.  During the Napoleonic Wars, many battles were fought on Swiss soil and the Swiss economy suffered greatly.




Related Issues

Other issues facing the diplomats in Vienna are linked to the conquests of Napoleon's armies and Allied efforts to defeat him:
Colonies

During the wars, the British used their superior navy to occupy the colonies of France and its allies. The British now occupy several French and Spanish islands in tlie West Indies, the Dutch

East Indies, Heligoland in the North Sea, Malta and the Ionian Islands in the Mediterranean, Ceylon in the Indian Ocean and the Cape of Good Hope (South Africa). In 1814 no other nation has the naval strength to challenge Britain's hold on these colonies.

Reparations

The Napoleonic Wars had been devastatingly expensive to all of the nations of Europe-in terms of money, lives and the destruction of cities, towns and farmland. Many people in the victorious countries believe that the French should pay money to compensate them for their great losses over the past two decades. 

Return of Plundered Art

As Napoleon's armies conquered many of the cities of Europe, they made a practice of seizing great works of art and sending them home to Paris.  They were then gathered together in the

Louvre Palace and formed one of the most impressive art collections in history. The countries of origin want their art treasures returned.

Three Guiding Principles
In their task of rebuilding a stable Europe, the diplomats are following three guiding principles:

1. Balance of power-No single country should be allowed to become strong enough to threaten the stability of the system established in the peace settlement.

2. Legitimacy- The ruling families displaced by the French Revolution and Napoleon should be restored to their thrones.

3. Compensation-The principal nations that suffered and struggled to defeat Napoleon should receive territory to compensate them for their sacrifices.

The diplomats differ in their views of which of these three-often conflicting-principles is the most important, but all three are foremost in the minds of the diplomats.

Introduction to the Action
How will the Congress of Vienna put the pieces of Europe back together again? 

You and your classmates will take your places as delegates at the Congress of Vienna. Remember these delegates were conservative men. They generally wanted to create a stable system that would protect the thrones of the European rulers and prevent any ambitious nation from threatening its neighbors.  
Use the information provided here to gain background knowledge of the complex issues facing these delegates.  Then, within your delegation, become familiar with your nation’s objectives, negotiate with other delegations to carve up Napoleon 's empire and secure Europe from further expansionist aggression by France. Get ready for the Congress of Vienna, where you will defend the interests of your nations as you create a new Europe.
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